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Subj: 

Ref: 

S,TANDARD NAVY STOCK NlJlllBER G?£-H-;19, 

FS/t8(692R) 
Sel' 690•292.5 

Chiet. Bureau of Ships 
commandants,. All llaval Di•trtcta 
commanders, All Naval Shipyards 
Con:unanders, All Continental Naval Bases 
All Supe~visors of ShipbUilding• USW and Naval 

Inspectors of Ordnanoe 
All Indust~ail Y~nage~• 
couwanding Ol'fieers ~nd 'Prospective commanding 

orficers, subject ships 

Bureau of Ships Alletzance Lt.at. All surrace Ships 
and Service cratt • oanvas HammoeksJ deletion ot 

(a.) aushipa .ltz ... F~Cft7·l-(l) • • • •• ••• 
(b) BUSHIPS INC'l' l.U. 
( o) BUSHIPS ··!J:iS'l 44!J.l.-20A-

1. Reterenee (a) is he:t>e'by cancelled. 

2. Bureau of Ships allowanc$ list preparing and maintenanoe 
activities are requested to amend the subject Bureau o4fShipa 
Consolidated, Revised Individ.ual and TJPe Allowance Liata b7 
del~ting hammock$; standard N~vy stoek nl:l.."'lber 024•H·l0t tl'om 
Part :ti,. Gt~oup S)3 ... J in fl.ccordance with either reference (b) 
or (c)• whichever is appropl'iate. 1 

3• The Co~~nding Offio0r,s ara &dvised tr~t the h~mMDcks 
ahould be turned 1n to the nearest naval stoeking activity 
fox> d!spos 1. 

4• The Bureau of Ship' Revised ~Aster Allowance List will 
be lllOdittecl accordinglJ• 

• 



~hua• in cold, matter or tao' official ph~aseology was 

anothe~ romantic element of the Ame~1caa lavy relegated to 

the realm o£ tradlt!on and sentiment. 

Bnl'n 1n the Jungle tastne a ot the New World. e.nd 1ntro• 

duced to the Old World b7 the crews o£ CbP!stoph r Columbus. 

the hammock hils been an integral pa~t ot the i.1ro on a Mal1•o• 
I 

I 

Va:r- through all the ,-ears since Columbus ~etu~od with b11 
I 

rantastlc t les ot the st~nge new lands. 

!'he N vie of the wJtld took to the halll'!l()tk as the ideal 
I 

be~thing aolutton tor the 1 rge crewe that w~re ztequirod to 

man a fighting ship. fhe gun deck or e. Mnll-o•War- w re crowd• 
' 

ed w1 tb guns and tackle. The hold and oom.p :r-tlrieuta were Ct"a:m-

ltled with store that are requir d only tor fighting. Thus the 

harmnock1 which could be tightl l shed and stowed in an out­

ot-the•way apac • soon became standard 1n all n v 1 v.essels. 

Some refo:t'ence to hflmmocks y be found in aaeounts ot 

merchant ·vess&la but l t is ral'e. Herman ttelville tn-1 tes of 

the dirt 1 d!ng7, orovded bunkrooma in the whalers but when 

he writs of Wh!te Jaekat. o~ 1~o in a Nan-o-Wa~. he raters 

to hammocks thl"oughout the boo • Joaeph conrad nd Jack Lon­

don ~arel' rnentton hammocks in their epies of lite 1n -.roh&nt 

vessels. So 1 t is well evident that tha harnmock was atJt!OtlJ a 
Naval 1nat!tut1on. 

/ 
I 



NA V'i. ST ER G2J.I:•H•l0 

!h crew who anned the uns tor Drake, Ha k , Hoo , 

Frobish r, skew, Von Tro p, D Ruyt r, D'Eataing, Cooke, 

Bli_h, Jo Paul Jones, lel on, oa ur, Truxtun, La en a, 

erry, ilkes, Farragut, Dew y, Schley, Ev ns, Jell!coe, 

Rodman, B ~tJ, on Scheer an ~n other r known sea warr• 

ier 11 lung th ir ha cka at night nd lashed an stowed 

in th rnin • 

How y thou and o o k~hear a~ J ck Ta.a hav been 

ent to their last 1 ep in he very mmock that cradled 

th in their boiaterou an .. a venturous lite on this earth ? 

How many d1 astrous leaks hav been t wmed by the piling 

and cr ~ of hammocks into the br ch ? 

Not too n 7 ar a o ndard Collision Drill Station 

in o r larger comb t v s ls was t th Hammock etting • I 

taintly r emb r tba the mmoek lettinga were Fire Drill 

tat1on 1 o but tor th if o nno e ember he her 

we ere to throw th h e n the 1 o sup!l ... e it or 

to h av the overboar to p e nt the spreading of th fir l 

n or ua who til~ live with the memories of the 'Old 

.a c n remember a $0 t lightful hour of the da in trop• 

1cal wat r • "BA OCKS" sound on the bUgl and all hand 

t bJ the Hammoc~ etti in a1leno , tacing afto The 

huge orang sun baa fla.tt n d on th hirmu ring horizon. On 

the oppo 1te be a t w taint t re are flickering. Tho wieh 



ARD NAVY STOCK NUl 

o£ the e a long th ar or pl e 1 th only br eak ot the 

si nee but even that is a p rt or the qui tne • • Why we 

wer k pt there in • nee so long I will nev r know, but 

now I like to t in o tno e 

to ·~- fading d.a • 

men 

Of' eour e thsr 1 re cu. e <> o 

re erential salute 

ro.ilt n limbs .. d e few 

cr ked skull inourred oy oa1ol so~ reckles sle pe~ • 

Th re tfar e 1en otua c a s ·f m n obtalnill~ p r nent 

s1ore d1 y and o~ rar ca ea en ged 

f1•om the naval service b th m dico repo ted i; 

(U:ll't in r.1en cot1ld not nain in th ir equilibrium in a hammock I 

The old time st r t r wil te l you though that the 

combination of t ut m, ek n tho t t1 k was the 

perfect ug1 nt ion t R v 111 

0600 SCRUB N~ S - h , la of t ta~ . What a 

bustle on tho bleach d an u ni bed teak ood aeck J 

K1y1s , scrubbers , aalt water soap, bare fe t an oo 1 ting­

ling salt wat r gurgling through th eck hosesJ A m d 

c mbling of arma nd deok scrubb r handle nd th nJ 

1: mmocks, e o a and wn1nga tl"iced up g. ov rh d . 

Some Tars w re laz71 oth rs prov! · nt. The laz7 ones 

p yed 50¢ ( lf day's pay) to have their ha eke scrub­

d . The provident ones h d good liberty in their t vor1te 

port . 



STANDARD . NAVY STU OK NUMB~ G~·R·lO 

I have very keen and person 1 meJI'lO:ry or two prov .. 

!dent Radiomen 1n the last of our Arm.o:red O:ruieers sox-ub .... 

bing 136 hammocks one delightful tropical morning 1 The 

hammocks belonged to Rae!omen, Yeomen and other rating well 
I 

reknown throughout the Fleet for their version to manual 
{ ,, 

labor. The eolleet!on on Pa1 D~ ubsequen~lJ financed two 
I 

rollicking libozt-c1es in Santi) romingo C! ty~ Dom1n1cl\n Rep• 

ublic and ?once. Porto R1eo~ut a few dais fter the scrub• 
/: 

bing the First Lieutenant was de uged w!Ah requests foP new 

hammocks. Br ss grommets and hammoc · 'clews had been popping 
~. ' 

1 

and pattting at light and tho:roe h. d been a 1 rm, bad apllls. 
I 

Perhaps 1 t tftls due to the rnpid and unl):ur~ensome method ot 
\ II 

scrubbing dav!sed by the labor-hating Ra~~oman • - • • • • 
\ ' 

a can of ly in eaeh bucket of soapy watet- I I I l 
\ 

\i'as there anything salt!. r looking ths1i\ lad 1 Blue 
\ 

steppin~ out f a motor lau..."'1c r m.otoi' dor~• shouldel'ing 

his tightly l8ahed, 1.mme.aulatel. w"h1te sea'bag and harm:nock 

and then rollin~ down the dock ? 

In the final anal)'sis 1-r nrul!t all admit that bunks 

were better to sleep inj but the Old !i~ers will continue 

to b1. ... ag about the rrold Navy" and the times wnen we tlept 

1 n ham"l10 e k • 
Now tbat ha~~oeks have succumbed as did the wide, salt7 

flat hab and the thirteen button pants we sentimental ones 

:nus t vii pe awa7 teaJ'• 

I rL 



-. ,_, 

Pa~ewell Old Shipmate 1 1an1 ot us will alwaya f$&1 

that the Na ·ry v~s not bottererl b:y yo~ gx-adual and .t'1nall1 

unpublicised d mise. We will .dso yoa but will ap!.n rams 

or our ye rs ot companion b:tp \Ultll w d;*cp ouz. hook in 

Snug Harbor. 

--VI -

' '\ 

Rieba~d • aneta, 
omm nder. u. • N~vy 





ADDRESS REPLY TO 
COMMANDANT 
FOURTH NAVAL DISTR'ICT 
AND REFER TO NO. 

FOURTH NAVAL DISTRICT 
DISTRICT STAFF HEADQUARTERS 

U . 5. NAVAL BASE, PHILADELPHIA 12, PA. 

MEMORANDUM 

From: 
To: 

Subj: 

Ref: 

CDR R. W. Mindte, USN 
Reserve Coordinator 

Naval Tradition, plea for maintenance of 

18 May 1955 

(a) Verbal Statementl Capt. John Paul Jones, 
23 September 177~ 

(b) Verbal Statement, Capt. James Lawrence, 
u.s.s. Chesapeake, 11 September 1813 

(c) Verbal Statement, Adm. David Glasgow Farragut, 
u.s.s. Hartford, 5 August 1864 

(d) Verbal Statement,Commodore George Dewey, 
u.s.s. Olympia, 1 May 1898 

(e) Verbal Statement, Cdr. J. K. Taussig, 4 May 1917 
(f) Verbal Statement, Cdr. Howard Gilmore, 

u.s.s. Growler, 1943 
(g) Bluejackets Manual 
(h) Watch Officers Guide 
(i) Your Navy, NAVPERS 10600 

1. References (a) through (f) are so well known that they 
need not be repeated in tbis correspondence. They are, however, 
elements of traditional inspiration that have endured through 
all of the years of our Navyt:s existence and will continue to 
endure as an inspiration to those of US '.who have chosen the 
Navy as a profession and life work. 

2. References (g),(h) and (i) while not of the same inspirational 
character as the foregoing references contain the Naval phraseology 
that has clung to the Naval service from the time of its earliest 
conception. This in spite of many attacks by newcomers, scoffers 
and uni:fiers. 

3• The true seafarer or man-o-warsman takes pride in these bits 
o:f custom and usage that set him apart as uniqely different from 
people of other professions or followings. 

\ 



4• In the interest of preserving in full, the inspiration 
and esp~rit de corps that are to a great extent based on the 
heartfelt appreciation of the Navy•s customs and traditions, 
it is requested that the newly painted sign on the door to 
Room 216, Bldg 4 be replaced by one more appropriate to the 
phraseology of the sea service. 

5. Let not this or any of our distinctive Naval terms be 
weakened by unlearned and unfeeling attacks, or we will again 
experience an unhappy loss as we did when we lost Sailmaker, 
Coxswain, Signalman, Navy Day, Flat hats and 13 button pants. 

C?.~,.~ tl· f.v MINDTE 



.Code l4pl 
Al7 
7 June 1955 

FIRST E:iTDORSEMENT on CDR R. 7T. Mindte, USH, memo. of 18 :v.ay 1955 

From: 
To: 

Reserve Coordinator ~ 
. .J.,D~· ,~ .. ~-r· ~"!t!l-~n~~--1:"'H:-:l.rl-;' ~"f4 r._ _ ~"'. LJ, 111 ~ r r --:::ne~ :t&IIIg J.i'J.t:l.uagez , n ± ...1 6 • --x - , . - r: 

Sv.bj: Naval Tradition, plea for maintenance cf 

1. 

2. It is noted that paragraph 5 of the basic memorandum refers to the 
loss o~ flat hats. The Reserve Coordinator feels that this is not 
strictly true, as flat hats (albeit not as flat as those worn fifty 
years ago) are still worn by enlisted men while in cooler climes. The 
:t--:eserve Coordinator would like to add that it is his hope the reduction 
in flatness of the hats reflects a reduction in the flatness of the 
heads thereunder. 

3. The Reserve Coordinator has analyzed the statements referred to in 
references (a) through (f) to ascert11in their signific8.nce, ir'l!?act, o.nc. 
effect. The conclusion arrived at is that if the ri~ht words ure useJ 
at a ti:ne or place where they will be remen:bered, no hee.daches should 
result concerning ~aval Traditions. Fitting this to the ~asic corres­
pondence: 

a. Utilizing standard Naval phraseology when a decision is to be 
made, invariably insures more accurate movements of (and within) bodies 
of naval personnel, particularly when the head man of the group is 
forceful in his execution. The proper heading is necessary to keep any 
ship or, for that matter, any Naval person on a safe course that will 
eventually lead to an honorable discharge. 

b. If the particular phraseology was utilized when referrin;; to 
the door to Room 216, Building 4, this certainly avoids rr~sconceptions 
in the heads of needy Naval officers. 

4. In view of the above, I feel certain that corrective action in this -J 
case will head us so that we will win the battle of Building 4. Q . .._. ;/; A/v 

:~ ~+~~~1;_--:><···,<j 
,P. W. GOLINKIN 

Copy to: 
CDR R. W. IJindte, USN 

..---

1 
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From: Building l,la.nager, Bldg #4 
To: Co:nmander R. H. lHNJT..:;, USN 
Via: (l) Assistant Chief of Staff for Personnel, 4ND 

(2) Deputy Chief of Staff for Naval Reserve 

Subj: Naval Tradition, maintenance of 

Code 47 
19 
15 Sep l:JYj 

l. Your basic merr.orandurr. with addenda has been referred to nc; for j_n- · 
fornation and appropriate action. 

2. As a student of Navy 8ustoms and Traditions, I acrec that each <u1c.! 
every one of us should preserve in full the naval phraseolog7 that is 
part of the naval service and usage. 

3. I am most happy to inform you that the indignity m·ougLt U?on us a~, 

the time of last painting of Building No. 4 will be corrected. T!~e 

present contract painters have been directed to chan~:e the erroneu1.;1 
phraseology on the door to ~\oom 216 from "Officers Lavatoryn to the tru8 
traditional wording; namely, "Officers Head11 • I <'Unsure ti.s c:x·rcct:icn 
will keep all naval officers on a safe, true course. 



Code 10 
15 Sept 1955 

Pl"'O!l: Aaei8tant Chief ot Statt tor Pereomel 
to c hildin& Manaaer, arl.lding 14 

Subja laftl tradition, plea tor uintenanoe of 

Refa (a) R. W. Mind\e (CDI, DSR) ...,,aaae aubject ot 18 May 1955 
(b) &. W. 111Dd\e (CD&, USI) -.o,a ... subject o! 1.3 Sept. 1955 

l. Buic letter and adclen<ia are noted. 

2. It 18 with the poaTHt eonoem an<i a tMllng ot al&l"'l that I 
atand helpleaaq b7 and watoh the iDroe.da •cte D7 unintomed personnel 
en the cut.. Cld traclit1ou ot the lav, and hellae I IIU8t add ay 
plea to t.bat ot t!w oricinator that 1ll thia ...U but 1aportcurt. matter 
a atop be ude now to thia threat 1 al¥1 a rAum to the tried ani true 
phrueolog ot the IAVY be direct.ecl. 

W. H. SUBLlm'E 

cow toa 
Deputy C/S tor- laT!ee 



Code 10 
19 
15 Sep 1955 

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on Building Hanager, Bldg. #4 ltr, Code 47, L9 of 
· 15 Sep 1955 

From: 
To: 
Via: 

Subj: 

Assistant Chief of Staff for Personnel, 4ND 
Commander R. W. MINDTE, USN 
(1) Deputy Chief of Staff for Naval Reserve 

Naval Tradition, maintenance of 

1. Forwarded with pleasure. 

2. It appears that at long last the trend toward vulgar disregard of 
Naval usage has been stopped, at least in Building #4, and it is hoped 
that this example will serve to promote further efforts in this regard. 

3. It is considered that CollDD.ander MINDTE deserves a mark of 
appreciation for his extended efforts in this matter. 

copy to: 
RADM J. R. Fulton, 
Bldg. Manager, Bldg. #4 
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Navy Reviving Nautical Language 
By Fred Hiatt // 11 d 

' Washington Post Staff Writer ,...,~, 

Now hear this! 
Secretary of the Navy John F. Lehman Jr. 

has ordered all hands to abandon the bureau­
cratese that became prevalent in the 1970s, 
more commonly known in the Pentagon as 
the decade of neglect, and return to the "nau-

tical lexicon" that made the Navy great. Mess 
decks, which earlier naval bureaucrats triea 
to turn into "enlisted dining facilities," w* 
again be mess decks, serving food prepared in 
galleys, not "kitchens." The brig will be 'a 
brig, not a Navy correctional facility. 

And unaccompanied officer personnel hous­
ing, with its unwieldy initials (UOPH), reverts 
to the time-honored BOQ-bachelor officers' 

--· _,__'---"'~.=..=· -=-----

quarters, Lehman said. Lehman, a Naval Re­
serve flight officer as well as the Navy's ci­
vilian leader, explained yesterday that the 
"modem" terminology "is something that's 
been sticking in my craw for some time, and 
also in Jim Watkins'." Adm. James D. Watkins 
is chief of naval operations, the Navy's top 
man in uniform. 

"Nautical terminology is inherent in our 
special Navy heritage," Lehman wrote in a 
Nov. 1 "ALNAV"-a bulletin to all naval fa­
cilities. "As part of the many personnel and 

administrative changes undertaken in the 
1970s, several traditional Navy terms were 
discontinued in favor of less nautical substi­
tutes," he wrote. 

"TheSe official changes led, in turn, to an 
increasing laxity in proper use of standard 
Navy terminology." 

Lehman said the bureaucratic translations 
were "vestiges of the era when people were 
'human resources' to be managed instead of 
people to be led." 

See NAUTICAL, A22, CoL 3 

@f 
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THE WASHINGTON POST 

Naval Bureaucratese Yields 
To Old Nautical Terminology 

NAUTICAL, From AI 

He said the_y reflected an attempt 
to democratize the Navy, to make it 
less distinct from the civilian world 
and to pander to volunteers instead 
of challenging them. 

"You remember the ads, 'The 
Army wants to join you,' " he said. 
"That was the whole approach: 

" 'We're really not so bad. We'll 
let you wear long hair. We'll let you 
wear uniforms that make you look 
like bus drivers or something in­
stead of sailors. 

"We'll let you sleep in unaccom­
panied enlisted personnel housing 
instead of barracks, and we'll let 
you eat in enlisted _dining facilities 
instead of mess decks.' " 

In addition to the formal changes 
in names, Lehman said in his mes­
sage that "continued emphasis 
should be placed on everyday use of 
Navy terminology such as ladder, 
topside, Cleek, passageway, etc." 

Even in the Pentagon, Navy per­
sonnel are supposed to talk about 
decks instead of floors and passage­
ways instead of corridors. 

Lehman said he officially re­
claimed the word "brig" in an order 
last year. All other changes are to 
take effect Jan. 1. 

Some of the changes in terminol­
ogy date from Adm. Elmo Zum­
walt's tenure as chief of naval op­
erations, but most came later in the 
1970s, Lehman said. He said that 
many of Zumwalt's humanizing 
changes made sense but that "the 
bureaucracy just kept tearing down 
that same old rut." 

He acknowledged that many of 

the changes have never taken hold 
colloquially. Most people still talk 
11b ut "barracks"'-and "BOQs, ,_ for 
example. 

But signs have been repainted to 
say "UOPH" all over the world, 
Lehman said. 

"When you write a letter to a 
BOQ, it won't get there," he said. 
"The bureaucracy doesn't recognize 
them any more." 

Lehman said the repainting and 
redesignating will cost "as much as 
it cost last time." 

He said that cost is minimal be­
cause most signs will not be re­
placed with new terminology until 
the old signs wear out. 
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