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of the se fro the perpendicular cliffs. 

The derrick was completed on th 7th. of April aul launched for 
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oor after the ca~p as set ::~.t was v:i.sited by giant con-

strictor an e, "tully 3 fathans long and with a girth g at 

the LIGHTEN! 'a bm r c le. " ( 5) Ther .t'ter th we con-

stant plagu by thes monster d hundred of them w re 

kill during th ir sojourn on the isl • 4\. ersiBtent reports by 

m bars of the cr that there re tigers near the c p led 

Dickinson to p rsonally conduct a hunt for thes creatures. It 

develo , much to the r lief of all han , that the reportedly 

re capivari, lar , h ess beav r ... like imal 

which tr uently reach s the ight of 100 poundsl 

Fever, catarrh, rheum ti , dysentery, and ulc rs or y s caused 

b the bite of jiggers continu d to pl -gue all hands but the 

salv e ork continued henever the ather p rmitted t bout ~~-

the s aver ~Te reco¥ ry per orkin_, d until late Jul .~ thi 

tim ther re indic tiona of revolution b 

Janeiro and C ptain Dickinson, be" one of th 

in Rio d 
i 

enior naval off-

icers on the South erican Station, as recalled th his vessel. 

is arlier precauti ere frui tf ll for he ias able to depart th 

ornin" after he received orders. Ba departed th all exce t 

three young officer and twelve hands with mcm he left instruc­

tions to car fully watch and protect th public stores and equi -

ent. e men left behind were thos of the crew in the best of 

healt ?\' .L.B.te August, matt rs having quieted down in Rio, Dick-

inson and his c rJ1 much refreshed by heir ojourn from the 
-rhere 

t ridd camp, returned to C pe Frio. they found the en 
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anchors 1 chain cables and other valuable material. The month of Januar,r 
- -

however l:Jas so rough that only one day1late in the month, 1Ms suitable 

for diving and that l·Jas a pl"ofitless day for on]ar 1 dolle.r vU reoov• 

ered 1 February uas also very boisterous and on the fmr days tbet 

div.ing was possibl-e there ms very little tr~ recovered alth~ugb 

a considerable amount of heavy gear fl"'m the wreck was brought up. 
- -

On the 6th of Na.reh, l8321 Captain Dickinson \.'aS SUl'prised by the 

arrival of his l';ajesty' s sloop AWFlUNE with orders from tho Commander 

in Chie~ to r ign the charge of th~ salvage operations to Commando~, 

the Hon. J . F . F. de Roos of tbat sloop. Diek:i.n:Jon wrote in his ;Jotll".Cal1 

''l could not but feel. this a t'!Ost mortifying circumstance. I had been 

the onl;v person 1i1o had come fo to attempt the recovery of the 

:ta:rge property V:lich t:as conaid oo to be irretrievab~ lost; I had 
i 

dev::lsed the whole of the methods b;r wich a very l.a:rge portion of llt 
- -

1:ras recovered, ar.d in giving effect to them I had endured perU, sickness., 
' ' -

toi~and privation, during a period or more than a 7&&r, to the injury oi" 

rrry consti tution.Jand the work was nov reduced to a mere pJ&:rthing 

pared tdth what it had been, and yet I was not allowed to put the :tirtttJh ... 

ing hand to it. Notwithstanding thi&, the deep interest that ! had telt 

in the undertaking r ·ned unabated, and I was determined that notbi.ng 

should be nutting on 1!JT part to ensure a successful termination to it. 

On the 7th 1 ordered the necessar-.,r SUJ:W.tey 
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on the stores previous to their being turned over to the charge 

of otherM hands; and while the proper officers were performing 

this dut , I t o Commander de Roos to xamine the air pump 
# ore 

and hoses, . c es and stores, and on t..'le cliffs to insp ct 

the various fastening and machinery, and afford him every 

minute verbal explanation and information respecting the opera-

tiona that h should consider would be advantageous to him, and 

offered him the perusal of !1\V lo~book, that he might abstract 
a 

anything from it that he might think useful, in fact to m e 

him thoroughly acquaint d ith the whole establi hment . " (7) 
f 

Just belore Captain Dickinson departed for Rio de Janeiro h 

receiv d a communication fro Commander de Roos asking for mor 

details in connection with plans of the cove and especially in 

regard to the probable location of the r maining bits of wreck­

age as well as abstracts of Dickinson's logo ·The no:: crusty 

captain answered testily that he was amazed at this recent re-

quest inasmuch as he had previously offer de Roos free access 
d 

to the log and h personally conducted him over the cove show-

ing him the locations where they ere actually trieving trea­

sure and here he thought there mi ht be additional treasure. 

f De Roos ·ultilllatol,y recovered 1$, 000 dollars worth of treasure . 

Dickinson h recovered and sent hom over 58.5, 000 dollars 

worth. 

Dickinson sailed for Rio on the 13th of arch 1832 and 

eventually arrived in England where he learned of st tling 
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