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TOTLER OF THE SEA

On the Lth of Doee-ber.mBO;hh Majesty's frigate THETIS of forty
l&:m,ﬁﬂﬂ:amﬁ.ﬁtd.ab&tmlﬂ.ﬂmaﬂm«h
JWWM%WGM@M.ﬂmW
bcn,dothphwudmlmmmnm
to about 810,000 dollargjthe greater part of which she had brought
around from the Paeific to Rio vherc she received a small additional
Mﬂﬂmd%ﬂ&,awkmmtmm
tide she wvas unable to make her departure from Rasa Ysland,which is
situated at the outer entrance of the harbor,until half past ome
o'el.ockwﬁomathﬂh.ﬂommm&om
eastumrd st that time,she stood out to sea on the larboard tack
to get an offinggand at seven o'clock they wore ship and stood on
the starboard tack and with a fair wind were soon doing an estimated
mm.uzmm.nmmmpm'wuu
abreast of Cape Frio,twenty four milss distamt,the course was changed
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to mortheast by esst,all sail was set,and the ship was logging tem
and one balf inots with eviry expectation of & mpeedy voyage home,

ﬁwmmmmmmmmwumﬁ
the first vatch mede the Tounds of the deck checking and instructing
the watch and,had Just returned to the quarter deck,when the lookout
aﬂ-mmmmmmwmuw
nuuromwmmmummm- an instant
the bowsprit cams with a tremendous crash in contact with the lofty
perpendicular ¢1iffs of Cape Frioyand was broken off just above the
ship's figureheadjthe yardarms also prescing against the cliffs,
Another surge of the seas brought the foremast crashing asainst the
maimmast which in twrn crashed and carried gway the miszengthus all
three masts fell fore and aft on boand the ship lilling and injuring
mdm“ﬁhmmﬂumm&uﬁpmm
from the grandewr of a free sailing vessel winging it's way homevard,
to & helpless and ummanagesble hulk,

The water being very deep mear the cliffy the THETIS did not strile
bottom but comtimed to pound itself along the overreaching rugged
mh.ﬁ-msmmmtolsht;tmmm
htmm«mmmmwamuymm
of life became the omly cbject of the crew's efforts.
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Atﬁwtofmemmmmswhyﬂhmm‘t
shelving projecting reck about twenty five feet above the ses,
wihich presented a point at vhich there was a prospect of landing,
and here a part of the crew made the attempt by lespingjabout forty
of them succeeded,but others less agile,or less strong,falled,and
mmmmwﬁomh.memu
hﬁ/m?mm“mmwhmyofmm
and vaves,bwped and crashed along the cliffy for about & third of
a mile and then suddenly drifted into a small cove,where she was
-mimldmthombwwm&bmhgrhﬁ.‘

qmmammuumwuﬂum,

followed the lurching and crashing vessel to the cove and after
hours of hearthreaking efforts managed to get a lime secured to
the beach from the THETIS by which means the remaining members of
the crewv were drawm ashore,

Lguikmm&-tﬂymd@tmmhﬂp&
ished,vhich,considering m@nawm,- quite
remariable ,Ironieally enough,a glance at the chart of the sceme
of the wreck shows that had the THETIS been a few hundred yurds
to the egstumrd on her course she would have beem well clearl

One can a3pe well imagine the line of questioning which might
mu—mwamumwwum
case of the aforementiomed officer of the declkyparticularly as to
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wiy he was persomally instructing and checking the watch and lookoutsl
WhetherornntMIumu?ldwu'mwintedhthmﬁmot
the THETIS' lossgbut an entry,if amy,showing the allowance made for
current and drift at the time of the change of course at | o'clock
would have slso been an important element im the questioming,

On the 10th day of Duulba',lﬂfio.htdllgme of the loss of the
THETIS reached Rear Admiral,Sir Thomas Daker,Comssnder in Chief,South
imerican Stationythen at Ro de Janeiro, fe immediately proceeded te
Cape Frio with a small squadron andsafter seversl days exa=mination
ormmek;hnanmmlmmmram.amm '

Atnbautthhpohtihc,mmmmhmﬁh!nmm
straight from Victor Hugo's,'les Travalllewrs de la Maxr®,but forty
years or more before thnte]nliammm‘wm@mh-
w.w.,cm Officer of his Majesty's sloop of war,LIGHTEN.
: m@mmmuaumayammmsmaf
mafwdwihmhlnrndofﬁaw

MWW&WW&MM,D“MWW‘&
although several maval vessels had visited the wreskmge,no plams im
comection with salvage operations had been developed,le quickly
applied to Admiral Baker for assigmient of his vessel to the salvage
of the THETIS,amd,by persistemt submission of operation plams,fim-
mmmmumﬁ?ﬁemmmmmnm
to locate a diving bell,pumpe,air hose and other salvage gear im Rie
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de Janeiro but was unable to locate a single plece of equipment, Lef$
entirely to his own resources,he managed to obtain two two-ton water
mhuam'armqmwﬂ.wmm-m
of the salvage,persuaded two civilism mechanics to undertake the cone
version of the tanks into a diving bell,

wmmmwammummunm@-
tank(four feet square)was talen out,ancther was divided into halves,
from ome of which halves the side vas also taken outyand it was then
umuummdmrm,mm.-ﬁmﬁ;ﬂm
M’-IMWMM’IM“.".““““M
wmmmcmu@dmmmw-dn
quarter of inch thick were rivetted,and others were placed down each
side of the cormers from the head to the lower edge,vhich was alse
strengthened in the same mammer as the head, On the wpper part of
mimihmﬁmmhuhm_mm_d“
ing the various implements for boring rocls,digring ete. It was
1ighted by six patented illumingtors,two at the top and two at each
sidejand this rendered it so light that a person might see to read
at a depth of mamy fathoms,"(1) . _

Dinh-m'-mmu'md from, "That excellent invention,
Tisher's wvatering apparatus,for a trifling alteration in the force
pup rendered it & powerful aiy pump,"(2) Mis air hose was fashiomed
from vater hoses which were parcelled with new tarred canvas and
served with spun yard,
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Captain Diclinsom,with his/salvage equipment and a few volunteer
M:?m@-muwdfwcm%umﬂ;&of
Jamary,1831,and arrived at the harbor of Cape Frie on the 30th, Ine
asmuch as the distance was only seventy miles his statement that he
encountered northeast head winds appears to be well founded,

In his discusssions with the Commnder in Chief and other members
of the small squadron who had visited and examined the wreck,Dickinson
wms lead to believe that the bulk of the wreck remained above water and
wdmmmpmmwmmmﬁu.
mmm.wwmmmmmm
arrival at Cape Frioyhe climbed to the swmit overlooking the little
cove and could see no sign of the wreckage except for a few spars and
mastes vhich had been collected by the crew of the guard shipl
cove or inlst in wvhich the THETIS sank was formed by rugged and almost
pmimncmnnumuvsmtm«mw
east and southeast sides and consequently exposed to the whole force
of the South Atlantic ocean on the southwesi, It extended about 100
fathomp invard frem the sea and wvas about 90 fathoms broad,

Captain Dickinson immediately set about preparing a cam» from which
to base his salvage operations,Small sails and spars for constructing
shelters and storehouses were sent ashore, In petting up this camp
Dickinson was ever mindful of his responsibility as a maval officer
and that his vessel 'as an important wmit of the South American
mﬂemmmtaehm,uﬂgbcofutm:udm
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mn,-:m:toi_hmpuiumu%omwhub
imated that,in an emergency,the LIGHTENING could get underway within
four hours notice,

From hig first deseriptive lmowledge of the cove he had plammed on
spanming a cable across the cove over the wreck and suspending his
umhnmmmmrmﬁtmmm
for the cable would be more than 120 fathoms apart, The flexibility
of such a long cable coupled with the effect of the seas
doubtedly cause very great oscillations of the diving bell
inson relinquished this firet plan and decided on erecting a derrick
on the side of the cliff from which to suspend the diving bell, From
the last !mowm position of the wreck 1t was estimated that a derrick
120 feet long would be required and that it would have to be stepped
mmmhM%fmmmnW'smwenuﬁ
3rd of February,1831 a large portion of the crew was set to work on
mmm‘mmwmmummﬂ
for the main purchases,guy topping lifts and various other guys and
ma&mrwu-ﬁ.mn-&.mmfm
vas found to be too green and heavy so it was necessary to fabtricate
the derrick from the fragments of spars saved from the wreck, The
mum-ummwmwmmmuw
tmt“dhdnﬂhlﬁ,mrm%m
wooldings of four inch rope.”(3)
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n'mmmemMmmmwmuﬂ_
on the 9th of February brought up the THETIS! rudder and other objects.
This and subsequent recoveries afforded positive rroof that ths wreek
was brolen up and scattered over the cove, However this method of re=-
covery conld only result in bringing up scattersd pleces of swperstr-
ucture, Niclkinson therefore determined on 8 project of working a diving
bell from a boatjand he stated,"On the 16th we set to work to comstruct
a small bell out of a one ton tank and the remains of the two ton tank
witich had been cut to malke the large belljit was very similamr to the
mmm.{m‘- fitted with a davit sterped on the
anm,umuammmmah-
Jmhdmmm‘tlwﬁmmuwd&tbnm
suspended above the water hanging clear of the boat,and was of s height
to allow of a small boat passing under the bell for the men to enter
ummummmuammmp’tmet
ﬂnbn,aﬁwtm-atmlmnthomlphq,-dm
tmdyfruit'-whﬂuh_ndgrﬁuhdt_am,m-ﬂnp
dmmmmmduwmnohgwwam
stay from the mast head to the stem of the boat,and two shrouds omn a
side leaning forward, The bell purchase was the LIGHTENTNG's jeer
blogks,and six parts of four inch rope led completely around the bost
through four leading blocksyone on each bow and quarter,and thus
admitted of thirty men to work st it independently of those who attended
the air pumps,hoses,and gignal lines, There was also a preventer rummer
and tackle fitted to heave the bell in the event of the purchase giving
avay. (L)
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The laumeh and suall diving bell were comploted on the 2nd of March
and they underwent & first trial in quiet water at a depth of four and
a half fathoms where two men remained comfortably for half gn hour, The
tests were successfully comeluded by shifting position several times to
test the purchases and lifte,

Then came many weeks of altermate searching the bottom smd waiting
out periods of rough weather, is vericus portions of the wreck wers dis-
covered they would be buoyed for future more careful searchings omly to
have rourh weather set up and destroy the buoys as well as shift the
wreclage and cover it with sand and rocks.In the meantime work comtin-
ued on the derrick, Tt was now determined that it mst be lengthened to
158 feet and that it mst be stepped mear the water's edge instead of
%tntwtbm.dﬂum.

At lastyon the Jlst of March,they were rewarded vith the first bit
of treasmre, Before elsven o'clock that morming the divers had semt wp
sbout 3000 dollars mixed im sand and mouk, This fired the enthusiasa
'ofuemnmwwnmwummmmny
ingenious use of large flares emrried im the launches,the divers were
sble to see wll enough to werk,and by twe ofelock the follewing morning
there had been recovereds6326 dollars,36 pound 10 cunces of Plata pimat,
Smhma{dﬂuﬁm.ﬂdpuﬂaﬂmdlnmhw
i pounds 8 ounces of gold, They contimied after a short period of rest
and recovered upwards of 000 more dollars whem a dangerous sea came wp
and they wers hard pressed to escape from the cove which became rough st

# Cones of rav silver from the crude South American smelters,
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