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One glance at the title of this album should 
tell you these are the songs most requested 
when the Mill Run Bluegrass Band plays out. 
Given that there are twenty songs, the band must 
spend a large part of their shows fending off or 
fulfilling requests. 

Listening to the recorded results, it's easy to 
see why they're requested. Begin with the song 
choices. They're excellent tunes , reflecting good 
writing , sing-along melodies, and strong 
emotion. Perhaps as many as 14 of them have 
classic or semi-classic bluegrass or country 
status-"Roses In The Snow," "Good Woman 's 
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Love," "Rose Colored Glasses," "There Goes My 
Everything," "Loving Her Was Easier," Merle 
Haggard's "Fugitive ." Songs don't get much 
better. 

The other half of the equation is that Mill Run 
can really put the song across. instrumentally 
and vocally. Bob Goff, Jr., is an excellent lead 
singer-very powerful and with a sharp, cutting 
edge to his voice. His leads on Neal Allen 's 
"Singer," "Rose Colored Glasses," and "Loving 
Her Was Easier" are not to be missed. His wife, 
Billie Sue, is also an impressive singer. She's 
added a slight rasp , more power, and a throatier, 
Southern gospel feel to her voice . She really hits 
it on "L.A. International Airport ," the brilliantly­
written "Brown To Blue," "There Goes My 
Everything," and the achingly beautiful "If My 
Heart Had Windows." Also worth mentioning is 
"Only Miles," written and sung by the Gaffs' 
daughter, Cori Larson. 

Ultimately, Mill Run doesn 't really alter 
much of the better-known song arrangements. 
They don 't really need to. Playing and singing 
them so well , however, lets the quality of the 
song shine through unhindered and makes 
this album a pleasure to hear. 
(www.millrunbluegrassband .com)BW 

NEFESH MOUNTAIN 
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This a different sort of pairing , one both 
interesting and welcome. The principal musicians 
involved, the husband and wife team of Doni Zasloff 
and Eric Lindberg, aim to color old-time and 
bluegrass with Jewish elements. what they call 
"Jewish spirit. " This does not mean, necessarily, 
that they are mixing Jewish melodies or 
instrumental performance, though one would have 
to assume that some of that does find its way in . 
The Jewish spirit of which they speak is 1.) using 
the Hebrew language, sometimes alternately to 
English within a song as in "Esa Enai ," taken from 
the 121 Psalm and sometimes for a full song as in 
the Jewish prayer "Mi Chamoca" and 2.) using 
Jewish and Old Testament themes for subjects, 
such as in "River Song" in which the Garden of 
Eden, Noah, and Moses are the focus. 

Does it work? Most definitely yes. The songs 
are often poetic, lyrically and spiritually 
engrossing, and always above reproach in both 
singing and instrumentation. Sometimes they are 
playful , as when they rework "Banjo Pickin ' Girl" 
into "Jewish Singin' Girl. " Other times, they are 
intensely emotional , as in the gentle, prayer-like 
"Adonai Love Me" or declarative in their call for 
human unity, as on "Brothers And Sisters (Hine 
MaTov)." 

Doni Zasloff is the principal lead singer. She 
generally uses a soft, smooth delivery and is 
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particularly effective on the slower, more relaxed 
tunes. She can and does, however, let loose to 
good effect. Eric Lindberg also sings his share of 
the leads, but is most striking as a guitarist and 
banjoist. This is most noticeable on the three 
instrumentals, "XanderThe Highlander," "Suszno," 
and "Millie's Waltz." 

Backing the couple are Sam Bush, Scott 
Vestal , Rob Ickes, Mark Schatz. and fiddler 
Gary Oleyar. Nefesh Mountain means 
"straying from the norm ." This enjoyable, well­
played recording does that to great effect. 
(www.nefeshmountain.com)BW 
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Patuxent Music 
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Mandolinist Frank Wakefield has legendary 
status in bluegrass. Guitarist and vocalist Leon 
Morris, though a strong talent as a singer and 
songwriter, has not quite achieved that level. Both 
are, however. old friends and associates, having 
recorded together in the 1960s, and both are 
strong keepers of the classic bluegrass sound of 
the '50s and '60s. ForT om Mindte, a keeper of the 
classic sound himself, bringing them together in a 
studio again makes perfect sense. The results are 
nothing short of delightful. 

For the project, Mindte has backed them with 
several of the talented musicians in the Patuxent 
Music stable, including fiddler Nate Leath , 
banjoist Mark Delaney, guitarist Danny Knicely, 
and bassist Stefan Custodi. Morris handles a 
large share of the lead singing. His smooth, high­
range baritone lead shines on his cover of "Here 
Today And Gone Tomorrow" and Bill Monroe's "I 
Hear A Sweet Voice Calling Me" and on his own 
"Blue Monday," a love-gone-wrong song in which 
every day feels like the title. He's also in fine form, 
both vocally and as songwriter, on "Lena" and 
"Sitting Here Waiting For You." 

For his part. in addition to playing some 
trademark mandolin throughout. Wakefield 
contributes seven original songs, including a 
classic 3/4 bluegrass number called "You're The 
One" and the emotional country yearners. "My 
Endless Love" and "Made Up My Mind. " The lead 
is provided by Bryan Deere on "You're The One" 
and by Scott Brannon on the latter two. All three, 
with harmonies from Brennen Ernst, Danny 
Paisley, or Tom Mindte, are superb. Wakefield 
sings lead on two of his own songs, the best being 
his folk-tinged "Never Fall. " The album ends on 
Wakefield 's stomping, bluesy instrumental 
"Rondo," and when it does end, it takes great 
willpower to resist playing the CD again. But why 
resist? (Patuxent Music, P.O. Box 572, Rockville, 
MD 20848, www.pxrec.com.)BW 
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