
PLECT-4476   NORMAN BLAKE  “Wood, Wire,
and Words”  It has been some time since the last
Norman Blake record, but here at last is his latest, a

nice selection of story songs and
guitar rags.  The “story” songs in-
clude his tales of THE INCIDENT
AT CONDRA’S SWITCH, THE
KEEPER OF THE GOVERN-
MENT LIGHT, GRADY
FORRESTER’S STORE & COT-
TON GIN—all of them Blake
originals, as are the three rags that
Blake picks on his guitar:  SAVAN-

NAH RAG, BLAKE’S RAG and CHATTANNOOGA
RAG.   CLOVERDALE  PLANTATION MARCH is
another typical Blake instrumental.  Nice CD for his
fans.  $ 13.50

RAINS-41923   SPENCER & RAINS  “The Old
Texas Fiddle—Volume 2”  The subtitle of this al-
bum is “Weird Tunes Of Old Texas”, but we wouldn’t
call them “weird” by any
means:  they are just good
tunes very well played.
Don’t expect to hear any
examples of the later
“Texas Contest Style”   (a
la Major Franklin or
Benny Thomasson), but
rather some rare and un-
usual tunes that one might
hear in various other parts
of the rural South.  There
are 22 tunes here,(most well over 3 minutes) with
excellent notes as well as sources for each piece plus
fiddle tunings.  Howard Rains does the lead fiddle
here, with Tricia Spencer supplying the 2nd fiddle or
guitar as called for.  This album is a gem for any
player or lover of good old-time fiddling!   RABBIT
HASH, WATERLOO, CHICKEN REEL, COPPER
SPRINGS BLUES, LOST GIRL, WOLVES IN THE
WOODS, KITTY CRANKIE, DUCK CREEK, etc.
$ 13.50

HAR-9   AMY GALLATIN & STILLWATERS  “Ev-
erything I Wanted Love To Be”
A pleasant 15-song album featuring
Ms. Gallatin’s singing backed by
several New England area musi-
cians including Ray Legere. A num-
ber of the songs show a country in-
fluence (I DREAMED OF AN OLD
LOVE AFFAIR, FLAME IN MY
HEART, A PATHWAY OF TEAR-
DROPS, I HEARD THE BLUE-

BIRDS SING, etc). $ 13.50

4
SD-101   KITTY AMARAL  “Fiddle Gems”   Don’t
let the fact that this gal is only 12 years old fool you  Ms.
Amaral is a  very good fiddler who has learned well from

such southwest Virginia teachers as
Jerry Correll, Wayne Henderson,
Carl Jones, Adam Hurt and Ron
Mullenex.  This record presents 19
tunes, many of them lesser known,
and all nicely played with tasteful
old time backing that varies from
just guitar, to full string band.Tunes
include YELLOW HEIFER,
LONESOME POLLY ALL,TIE

HACKER TUNE, DEVIL ON DRY RIVER, MID-
NIGHT ON THE WATER, BIG JOHN McNEIL, TEN-
NESSEE MOUNTAIN FOX CHASE, FLATWOODS,
DURHAM’S BULL, RYMER’S FAVORITE, BAD LI-
QUOR, LITTLE DAZE ROBERTSON etc.  Fiddle
tunings are provided where necessary. $ 13.50

RDR-003   DONNA HUGHES  “From The Heart”
Known for her song writing ability especially,  Ms.
Hughes has a nice voice as well, and with the support
of some excellent musi-
cians she has a success-
ful album here that
could appeal to a lot of
listeners. While  it is dif-
ficult for most artists
and groups to come up
with enough good origi-
nal material to fill out
the typical 12-song al-
bum; this record, amaz-
ingly, has 21 songs, all of them written by Ms. Hughes
except for the very nicely arranged and sung closing
song, I’LL FLY AWAY.  Ms. Hughes has an interest-
ing take on things, and in this well produced album it
comes through on songs like WALMART CHECK-
OUT LINE, FACEBOOK, and THE WAY I AM
among others.  Musicians helping out with the excel-
lent backup work include Scott Vestal (banjo),  Tim
Stafford (lead guitar) and  Rob Ickes (dobro).  A well
produced and appealing album. $ 13.50

PATUX-261   VICTOR FURTADO  Here is an excel-
lent old-time banjo album that shows the talents of this
young musician.  He is nicely backed by Nate Leath

(Fiddle) Mark Schatz (bass) and
Danny Knicely (guitar).  The tunes
are almost all old timers like FOR-
TUNE, CATTLETTSBURG,
JOHN BROWN’S DREAM,
HANGMAN’S REEL, CHILLY
WINDS, FLY AROUND MY
PRETTY MISS and DURANG’S
HORNPIPE, plus a lovely version
of  BONAPARTE CROSSING

THE RHINE.  $ 13.50




