
PATUXENT MUSIC 

Some albums · grab a listener's 
' attention from the get-go and don't let 

up. Sometimes, in a first listen of a CD, 
you just know "this is something special." 
Tennessee Heart, the debut from Shannon 
Bielski & Moonlight Drive checks both of 
those boxes and then some. 

Bielski and her band bring some 

PATUXENT MUSIC 

If you were to listen to this album 
from Five Mile Mountain Road, you'd 
find yourself moving, thinking it was 
different, knowing you like it, but also 
thinking "Someone should name this 
style." 

They did-it's called "swingbilly," 
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bonafides to the table: they won the 2018 
Mid-Atlantic Bluegrass Competition and 
Bielski took first place that same year 
in the Deer Creek Fiddler's Convention 
Songwriting Contest. She put those skills 
to good use on Tennessee Heart, opening 
the album with the heartfelt title track. 
She penned four other songs - "Power 
Is," "Without Love" and "Loving You." 
It's clear she's got a bright future. 

Banjo player Rob Benzing has 
two nifty original instrumentals, 
"Greenridge" and "Tuscarora." The 
latter composition showcases some tight 
picking all the way around, from Bielski's 
fiddle to Kyle Windbeck's mandolin and 

Swingbilly Swagger 
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a term Charlie Poole's son James used 
in the 1930s. Hailing from Franklin 
County, Virginia-the self-proclaimed 
"moonshine capital of the world"-Five 
Mile Mountain Road has produced a 
crackling CD called Swingbilly Swagger, an 
apt description of the 15 cuts. 

Headlined by longtime fiddler Billy 
Hurt Jr. and guitarist Brennen Ernst:-a 
pair who met while working in The Karl 
Shiflett and Big Country Show- Five Mile 
Mountain Road offers a lot of traditional 
bluegrass mixed with other goodies. 
When they met banjoist Seth Boyd, they 
were ready to roll. 

As described by the band, swingbilly 
combines reels, rural ragtime blues, 
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Greg Mulley on bass. 
Bielski's vocals are strong out in 

front of this progressive band, but she's 
not just using that great voice, it is backed 
by her strong writing and the authentic 
feel this band produces. 

Song selection is good on the 
other tracks as well. "East Virginia" 
and "Angeline the Baker" get fresh 
takes. There's also a Peter Rowan song 
("Moonshiner") and for good measure, 
David Grisman's "E.M.D." 

This is easily going to be one of the 
best newcomer albums of 2021 and one 
you can let play through a couple of times 
before you realize it's done. 
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western swing, 1950s country and early 
bluegrass. It is "music meant to be 
danced to." That means tradition string 
instruments and sometimes piano and 
washboard-and it all works. 

The range is wide and there are tunes 
made famous by Doc Watson, Flatt & 

Scruggs, Bob Wills and the Dilliards, all 
with a fresh turn. There is one original 
tune, "Noelle," penned by Boyd. 

Rounding out the band are Caleb 
Erickson on guitar, J.C. Radiford on bass 
and guest Danny Bureau on percussion, 
who make this a get-out-of-your-good 
seat good listen. 
www.fivemilemounta1nroadmusic.com 


